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 2017 NYSAC Fall Seminar    

Standing Committee on Agriculture  

Resolution #1 

 

Resolution Supporting High School Agricultural Education, Ag in the 

Classroom (AITC), New York Association of Agricultural Educators 

(NYAAE), and New York Future Farmers of America (NY FFA) 

 

WHEREAS, the agriculture education programs of New York Ag In the Classroom, 

New York Association of Agricultural Educators, and New York Future Farmers of 

America (FFA), coordinated through Cornell University’s Agriculture Education 

Outreach initiative, deliver affordable, high quality agriculture education programs, 

events and services that support local schools, teachers and students; and  

 

WHEREAS, combined, this programming annually reaches over 135,000 students and 

more than 400 educators each year through FFA, Ag Ed, or AITC; and, more 

specifically, New York currently has 145 secondary agriculture education programs in its 

high schools and BOCES centers with 4,289 FFA members and more than 70 schools 

statewide seeking to start new agriculture programs and FFA chapters; and 

 

WHEREAS, school-based Agricultural Education is a proven delivery model for Career 

and Technical Education (CTE) and Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 

(STEM) education; and students enrolled in STEM-based Agricultural Education will be 

the next generation of biotechnologists, environmental engineers, food scientists, and 

hundreds of agriculturally-related careers that will improve the food supply by 

producing higher yields with greater food safety standards; and  

 

WHEREAS, formal, classroom-based Agricultural Education in New York’s high 

schools engages and prepares students for a lifetime of informed choices and careers in 

the agriculture industry; and 

 

WHEREAS, school-based Agricultural Education and FFA Programs play an important 

role in augmenting various County Farmland Protection Plans; and 

 

WHEREAS, the preparation, support, and retention of quality, certified agriculture 

educators are key components to the success of agriculture education and FFA programs 

throughout the state. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that NYSAC supports the use of state 

funds to support all components of the Cornell University Agricultural Education 

Outreach Program, including coordination of Pre-K through grade 12 Agriculture in The 

Classroom, secondary level agriculture education and FFA programs, and professional 

development and support to the New York Association of Agriculture Educators 

(NYAAE); and  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NYSAC supports funding that enhances opportunities 

in STEM agricultural education by providing technical training for teachers, updating 

facilities, and purchasing equipment and supplies necessary to enhance and/or build 

agriculture education programs that will provide an adequate workforce to grow, 

harvest, transport, and market the products we need for our growing population; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 

of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the Governor 

of the State of New York, New York State Assembly and Senate Agriculture committee 

members, and New York Commissioner of Agriculture and Markets.  
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2017 NYSAC Fall Seminar    

Standing Committee on Agriculture  

Resolution #2 

 

Resolution Enhancing School Participation in the New York Farm2School 

Program and Urging Increased State Reimbursement for the Purchase of 

School Lunches 

 
WHEREAS, Farm-to-School programs promote the use of fresh, locally sourced foods 
in school meals; and  
 
WHEREAS, such programs can enhance nutritional and educational opportunities for 
children while at the same time benefitting local farmers and New York State’s overall 
agricultural economy; and  
 
WHEREAS, the New York State Farm to School Program was created in 2002 under 
the jurisdiction of both the Department of Agriculture and Markets and the New York 
State Education Department with a purpose of connecting schools with local farms and 
food producers to strengthen local agriculture, improve student health and promote 
regional food systems awareness; and 
 
WHEREAS, creating opportunities for schools to purchase more healthy food 
produced in New York is highly consistent with efforts in New York State to strengthen 
economic opportunities for New York’s farmers through events and programs like the 
Yogurt Summit, Farm to Table Upstate-Downstate Agriculture Summit, Fresh Connect 
Program, and Taste NY; and 
 
WHEREAS, New York is in the top five producers in America in nearly 15 fruits, 
vegetables and dairy products – ranging from apples to sweet corn to milk and Greek 
yogurt – and produce these healthy foods through associated food processors and other 
businesses which annually generate more than $46 billion in economic activity in New 
York; and 
 
WHEREAS, state legislation has set the current reimbursement rate of .0599 cents per 
lunch meal and has not increased this reimbursement rate in many years, and the low 
reimbursement rate hinders the ability of school districts to purchase fresh, nutritious, 
locally grown New York State food products; and 
 
WHEREAS, NYSAC recognizes the important role of New York agriculture in 
connecting our state’s agriculture industry with the opportunity to provide and serve 
students with fresh, locally sourced, healthy and nutritious school-based meals.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that NYSAC encourages the State 
Legislature enact a school lunch reimbursement formula that provides schools with 
additional funding with the stipulation that increases be used to purchase locally grown, 
fresh food options; and 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-highlights-2014-farm-table-upstate-downstate-agriculture-summit
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC recommends the State Legislature 
increase the current reimbursement rate of $ .0599 per lunch to at least $ .0799 per 
lunch; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the state should consider implementing a 
reimbursement rate that would be dependent upon the percentage of locally grown and 
produced products schools purchase each year with the New York State Department of 
Agriculture and Markets providing guidance for schools, farmers, food processors, and 
distributors that could provide such foods grown or produced in New York to purchase, 
with input from experts such as the Governor’s Council on Food Policy; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NYSAC recommends creating dedicated funding 
for schools to purchase healthy foods grown in New York, such as fruits and vegetables, 
milk and yogurt, and other foods; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and all others deemed necessary and proper.    
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2017 NYSAC Fall Seminar    

Standing Committee on Agriculture  

Resolution #3 

 

Resolution Supporting Re-establishment and Development of the 

Agriculture Education Teacher Training and Certification Program at New 

York State’s Land Grant Institution 

 

WHEREAS, agriculture is New York’s number one industry and provides our citizens 

and residents with a wide variety of affordable, fresh, nutritious, high quality agriculture 

foods and products; and  

 

WHEREAS, while less than two percent of the population work in production 

agriculture or farming, more than 24 percent of our workforce is employed in more than 

200 different jobs and careers that support production agriculture or the processing, 

marketing, and distribution of agricultural products to consumers; and 

 

WHEREAS, the agriculture industry is facing a workforce shortage at all education 

levels; and  

 

WHEREAS, school based, secondary agriculture education programs are critical to 

introducing students to agriculture degree pathways and career pathways; and 

 

WHEREAS, the development of school-based, secondary agriculture education 

programs and need for well-trained, certified agriculture education instructors 

continues to grow; and  

 

WHEREAS, federal legislation of the Morrill Land-Grant Acts through U.S. 

Representative Justin Morrill established land grant universities to “teach such 

branches of learning as are related to agriculture and the mechanic arts” and in order to 

maintain their status as land-grant colleges and receive federal funds, a number of 

programs are required to be maintained by the college, including agriculture; and 

 

WHEREAS, Cornell University was founded as the land-grant university of New York 

State under the Morrill Act of 1862 and today, as New York’s only land grant college, is 

recognized as a world leader in agriculture studies; and 

 

WHEREAS, Cornell University previously offered an on-campus, agriculture education 

teacher training and certification program, but currently does not offer such a degree 

program.    

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 

Counties calls upon Cornell University President Martha E. Pollack to re-establish and 
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develop an Agriculture Education teacher certification program based on campus at 

Cornell University; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the Governor 

Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, Cornell University President 

Martha E. Pollack, the SUNY Chancellor, the State Commissioner of Education and all 

others deemed appropriate.     


